
Ash Wednesday Service - February 17, 2021 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
  

Almighty and Everlasting Father, 
you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we,  
truly lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wickedness, 
may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
GREETING  
 

Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
Leader:  Bless the Lord, who forgives all your sins. 
People:  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 
INVITATION TO OBSERVE A HOLY LENT  
  

Dear brethren in Christ: the first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our 
Lord’s passion and resurrection, 

and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and 
fasting. 

This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy 
Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been 
separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, 
and restored to the fellowship of the Church. 

Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon and absolution 
set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually 
have to renew their repentance and faith. 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-
examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and 
meditating on God’s holy Word. And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a 
mark of our mortal nature, we will experience the imposition of ashes later in this 
service. 

 
FIRST LESSON Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 (1984 NIV)   
 

Blow a trumpet in Zion; 
    sound an alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
    for the day of the Lord is coming; it is near, 
a day of darkness and gloom, 
    a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains 
    a great and powerful people; 



 
their like has never been before, 
    nor will be again after them 
    through the years of all generations. 
 

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
    and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the Lord your God, 
    for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
    and he relents over disaster. 
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
    and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
    for the Lord your God? 
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
    gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; 
    assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 
    even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
    and the bride her chamber. 
 

Between the vestibule and the altar 
    let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep 
and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, 
    and make not your heritage a reproach, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 

 
HYMN Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount!  I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.  



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)   
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 
DEVOTION “How To Overcome Spiritual Stagnation” 

Rev. Clint McBroom 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION & PARDON (From Ps. 51)  
 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy 
blot out our transgressions. 
 

Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin! For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. 
 

Against you, you only, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 
 

Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. 
 

Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
 

Cast us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
 

Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. 
 

For you will not delight in sacrifice, or we would give it; 
 

you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
 

Our sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 
HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield; 
be thou still my strength and shield.  

 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES  
 

Ash Wednesday is one of the most important holy days in the liturgical calendar. Ash 
Wednesday opens Lent, a season of fasting and prayer. 
 

Ash Wednesday takes place 46 days before Easter Sunday, It comes from the ancient Jewish 
tradition of penance and fasting. The practice includes the wearing of ashes on the head. 
The ashes symbolize the dust from which God made us. Following the example of the 



Ninevites, who did penance in sackcloth and ashes, our foreheads are marked with ashes to 
humble our hearts and reminds us that life passes away on Earth. As I apply the ashes to 
your forehead, I will speak the words: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return. Repent and believe the Gospel." 
 

Ashes also symbolize grief, in this case, grief that we have sinned and caused division from 
God. Writings from the Second-century Church refer to the wearing of ashes as a sign of 
penance. 
 

For the imposition of ashes, we will come to your car. We’ll start at the outside of the 
parking lot and move inwards. Just roll down your windows and you will receive the 
imposition. Afterwards you may depart. There will be no formal benediction. This will also 
help us leave the parking lot in an orderly manner. 
 

I invite you to follow along with me in the following prayer found printed in your bulletin. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray: 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, 
that we may remember that it is only by your gracious gift 
that we are given everlasting life; 
Through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
* IMPOSITION OF ASHES 


