
What Is God Up To Right Now? 

One of the questions that has been on my mind over the past 

few months has been “What is God doing during this tumultu-

ous season?” I have found that seasons of difficulty are seasons 

of both possibility and of danger. Our faith can grow stronger 

during these times, and our faith can also grow weaker. One of 

the key ingredients to our faith growing stronger is having other 

Christians to help us to interpret how God is working in our 

lives. 

I recently found a C.S. Lewis quote from his book “The Prob-

lem of Pain” that helps interpret how God is at work: 

My own experience is something like this. I am 

progressing along the path of life in my ordinary 

contentedly fallen and godless condition, ab-

sorbed in a merry meeting with my friends for 

the morrow or a bit of work that tickles my vani-

ty to-day, a holiday or a new book, when sud-

denly a stab of abdominal pain that threatens se-

rious disease, or a headline in the newspapers 

that threatens us all with destruction, sends this 

whole pack of cards tumbling down. 

In other words, when life is easy, we tend to live with a distort-

ed view of our lives where we are living for the things of the 

world and not for the God who has given those things to us. But 

when difficulty comes it helps us to see things more clearly: 

At first I am overwhelmed, and all my little happi-

nesses look like broken toys. Then, slowly and re-

luctantly, bit by bit, I try to bring myself into the 

frame of mind that I should be in at all times. I re-

mind myself that all these toys were never intend-

ed to possess my heart, that my true good is in an-

other world and my only real treasure is Christ. 

And perhaps, by God’s grace, I succeed, and for a 

day or two become a creature consciously depend-

ent on God and drawing its strength from the right 

sources. 
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It has been absolutely wonderful to worship 
in person again, especially outdoors, enjoy-
ing some of the beauty of God’s creation!    
We’re glad that several Sunday School 
classes and small groups have found ways 
of meeting with one another as well.   
 

For now, we will continue holding outdoor 
services on Sunday mornings, but as the 
temperatures rise, our plans are likely to 
change.  Keep an eye out for announce-
ments about any change in plans via email, 
mail, on our website, and on our FB page. 
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According to Lewis, the difficulty helps us to see clearly 

that God created us to walk with Him in a relationship 

where we are depending upon Him for our security and 

strength and hope and joy. Anytime the Scriptures call 

us to “seek God’s face” or to “call upon the name of the 

Lord” it is a call to depend upon God alone. Lewis right-

ly says that difficulty and pain help us to see that truth 

clearly. 

But, Lewis says, as soon as a difficult or painful season 

ends, we are very tempted to go back to our former way 

of living. He writes: 

But the moment the threat is withdrawn, 

my whole nature leaps back to the toys: I 

am even anxious, God forgive me, to ban-

ish from my mind the only thing that sup-

ported me under the threat because it is 

now associated with the misery of those 

few days. Thus the terrible necessity of 

tribulation is only too clear. God has had 

me for but forty-eight hours and then only 

by dint of taking everything else away 

from me. Let Him but sheathe that sword 

for a moment and I behave like a puppy 

when the hated bath is over — I shake my-

self as dry as I can and race off to reacquire 

my comfortable dirtiness, if not in the near-

est manure heap, at least in the nearest 

flower bed.  

I love that image. Those of us who have owned dogs 

know exactly what he is talking about. You give your 

dog a bath, and as soon as you’re done and you let your 

dog loose, they go run to the dirtiest part of the yard and 

roll around until they’re completely dirty again. 

Lewis says that there is a sense in which we are tempted 

to do the same thing. As soon as life becomes more 

comfortable, we are prone to forget our Heavenly Father 

who saw us through the pain, and we renew our pursuit 

of other things to give us happiness and security. 

So here is our big question: how do we keep from falling 

back into old patterns once the circumstances of our lives 

improve? I want to continue to explore that question over 

the coming weeks, but for now, here is an idea. In the 

Scriptures, particularly in places like Psalm 78, faithful-

ness to God comes from remembering God’s mighty sav-

ing acts. One big step in coming through this season faith-

fully is to remember; remember what God has done for 

us, remember how God has been working in our lives. So 

here is a challenge for us: what can we use as a reminder 

of this season? It can be something you make. It can be 

something you already have, some physical object that 

helps you remember what God has done in your life. 

Then take that object and place it somewhere you will see 

it often, so that it will help you to remember how God has 

worked in your life. 

  My prayer for us is that at the end of all of this, God 

would help us not to “leap back to the toys”, as C.S. 

Lewis put it, but rather would help us to remember that 

our one true treasure is Jesus Christ.  

Breanna Felts working with our 

children’s ministry this summer 

Breanna Felts started working as Nursery Director here at 

First United Methodist Church back in February. Now I 

am pleased to announce that in addition to coordinating 

our nursery she will also begin working with Hillary in 

our children’s ministry. She has begun assisting Hillary 

with the weekly Water Wednesdays events. When little 

Winn is born and Hillary is on maternity leave, Breanna 

will step in and take care of the children’s ministries. 

When Hillary returns, Breanna will continue to work with 

the children, and Hillary will begin working more closely 

with our Middle School aged children (grades 6-8) while 

Cory will work with our senior high aged youth (grades 9

-12). This will enable our church to have more focused 

ministry with our middle school and high school students. 

Breanna has done a wonderful job overseeing our nurse-

ry, and I look forward to see what she will bring to our 

student ministry!   

 

Grace and peace,  

  Clint 

Our nursery children 
getting ready to take 
part as little critters in 
the Choir Camp musi-
cal program. 



Children & Youth 
 

We are so excited to worship together outside for the 
month of June!  It is so nice to see a lot of our children’s 
faces.  We have started outdoor fellowship on Wednesday 
afternoons, with poolside “Wet Wednesdays” and a Bible 
study.  Thank you to the church members who have of-
fered their pools for us!  We hope you will enjoy these pho-
tos from our first two Wet Wednesdays.  
 
From the youth:  
 

We want to congratulate our four seniors on their gradua-
tion.  Although it looked different than normal, we are so 
glad that we got to celebrate you!  We have started our 
poolsides for this summer, and it has been so nice to see 
each other in person. We will take a break for Father’s Day 
and the Fourth of July.  



CHOIR CAMP in the Time of Corona 
 

Once we got the notice that we would have to go into a pandemic 
lockdown back in March, I started getting questions about choir 
camp.  Especially from kids who have been attending choir camp 
in one way or another since they were born!  Most of us had no 
idea how to even go grocery shopping much less how to do some-
thing like choir camp that ends in a live performance.  But as we 
all became more familiar with the situation, I began asking ques-
tions and we figured out a way! 
 
This is what it looked like:  For two weeks, I met with the kids eve-
ry morning at 8:00 am via Zoom.  That’s a big ask of kids!  Most of 
them still have PJs on and had not even gotten out of bed yet.  We 
would spend an hour on Zoom having a devotion, running charac-
ter lines, and focusing on what needed to be done that day.  Each 
day they had several videos to work through teaching the music 
and choreography.  Amanda Glasscock and I stayed very busy 
planning, recording, and uploading videos.  On the second week, 
we added a one hour in-person rehearsal with kids spread wide 
apart so that we could begin to put it all together.   
 
Then Thursday of the second week came.  This was the ONLY day 
that we would have working with the set, props, costumes, music, 
dance, narration, sound, and lights!  We practiced for six hours 
that day ALL OUTSIDE in the summer heat (with a welcome 
breeze!).  Then the performance was that evening on the front 
steps of the church.  It was amazing!  Maybe not perfect, but 
amazing!  Amazing that we used Zoom, YouTube, and a lot of pre-
planning and creativity to pull this off.  But mostly amazing that 
the kids wanted this so much that they worked hard on their on.  
Most years, we spend four and a half days together working non-
stop. This time, we had much less in-person time.  It still amazes 
me what God can do with our tiny offerings to accomplish so 
much! 
 
Thank yous came from first time kids, visiting kids, kids for whom 
this was their last time, kids that thought they wouldn’t get any 
type of summer camp, and parents that wanted some type of nor-
malcy in their children’s lives. 
 
Thanks to all of these people who helped make it happen: 
Amanda Glasscock (this could not have happened without her!) 
and youth helpers (Elizabeth Ames, Sarah Jane Patterson, and 
Macy Crain), COVID task force, Clint McBroom, Jordan Cunning-
ham,  and Kristina Pendergrass. 
 
The teaching point of the musical was about the keys of life: faith, 
hope, and love.  The kids not only sang about it, but put it in ac-
tion during the week!  What a joy to witness! 
       - Leslye Ames 
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Fun for the whole family! 
 

Food cooked by our Men’s Club! 
 

A great time to see each other 
and fellowship together! 

Sally Shipman 

is our 

2020 Peggy Jones Scholarship 

recipient! 
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We’d love to mail you a 
copy of the July/August 
Upper Room!   
 

Call or email us and let us 
know you’d like one.  You 
can also view daily Upper 
Room devotionals online for 
free, for a time, at 
www.upperroom.org/
devotionals 

HAPPY 
INDEPENDENCE 

DAY! 



03—Lacey Brewer 
04—Haleigh McElroy 
08—Gwen Glass 
        Jacque Martin 
09—Henry Armstrong 
        John Burnham 
        Jane Grant 
10—Dustin Cook 
14—Jordan Cunningham 
        Bucka Golden 
15—Jamie Reinhardt 
17—Jack Butler 
18—Jackie Golden 
19—Bill Moseley 
        Erin Peppers 
21—Danny Watkins 
22—Bradyn Slaughter 
        Kelly Steele 
23—Don Heacock 
24—Liz Burgess 
27—Amanda Glasscock 
28—Clint McBroom 
        Louise Shaw 

02—Don & Anne Bryant 
07—Chris & Abby Coan 
11—Dale & Betty Segrest 
14—Michael & Heather Weldon 
17—Bryan & Kim Hancock 
18—John & Ann Stuedeman 
20—Clint & Amy McBroom 
26—Henry & Beverly Andrews 
28—Charles & Edwina Peppers 
 

 
Don’t see your name on the list?  Let us 
know: fumctallassee@aol.com 

June Stewardship Summary (to 06/26) 
 
      Actual Budgeted 
 

Monthly Contributions:   $27,345   $33,333 
Monthly Total Income:   $27,353   $35,917 
Year to Date Income: $225,979 $215,500 
        
Monthly Expenses:    $29,951   $35,958 
Year to Date Expenses: $182,210 $215,750 

 

The Hands and Feet of Christ 
 

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.”    --Matthew 5:16 
 
So many in our church are doing good things to show great love to those 
around them!  Often these expressions of compassion that flow from a 
deep love of Jesus and a desire to help “the least of these” are done in se-
cret (see Matt. 6:3), without recognition or fanfare.  Sometimes, however 
(especially during troubled times), it’s nice 
for us to be reminded of the good that hap-
pens on a daily basis all around us.  It can 
help encourage us and spur us on to good 
works of our own, as we remember the 
boundless love of Christ. 
 
There are several women in our church who 
have been making masks or mask accesso-
ries for several months already:  for friends 
and family, but also for coworkers, nurses 
and other healthcare workers, and 
strangers in the community who are in 
need.  Some of these women are Susan 
Dragone, Cecilia Johnson, Dolores Reed, 
Loyce Cox, and Ann Mayes.  Thank you! 
 
If there is a church member you would like to recognize for his/her particu-
larly selfless acts of love toward others, please let us know! 

 

   To Pastors and Members, 
 

   Thank you so much for your Ramp Ministry! 
 

   Mr. [Jake] Crain and others came to our home and did a   
   Godsend miracle.  Now, Rev.  Martin is able to get outside 
   and enjoy his back yard again.  We are so grateful for your 
   kindness and the professional work done on the ramp.   
 
   May God continue to bless you all beyond measure. 
 
   Sincerely, 
   The Bernard Martin family 



 

 

Stay Connected Online! 
 

 

            Clint gives a daily devotional every weekday at  
                                      11 am on our YouTube channel.  You can access 
              it by going to our website,      
              www.fumctallassee.com and clicking on the 
              banner, or by daily links posted on our 
              Facebook page, www.facebook.com/  
                 fumctallassee 
 
 
              If you can’t be with us in person for worship, 
             join us online Sunday mornings for a livestream 
              broadcast of our outdoor worship services at  
              9am on our Facebook page,   
        \      www.facebook.com/fumctallassee, or access 
              the livestream via the banner on our website, 
              www.fumctallassee.com  
                       

 
 

             We want to continue being in prayer with and  
              for and with one another, especially during this 
              time.  Submit your prayer requests by email or  
              phone or visit our website and click on the  
              banner.  Prayer requests are sent out once a 
              week to our Prayer Warriors.  Contact us if  
              you’d like to receive the weekly Prayer List too! 
 

 

 www.fumctallassee.com             www.facebook.com/fumctallassee 

Recently Moved 
 
Two of our church members have moved out of state recently 
and have given us permission to post their addresses here.   
 
            
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Both Jamie and Mary Edna’s phone numbers remain the same, 
and I know they would welcome hearing from us!  

 

 

 



 

First United Methodist Church, Tallassee 
P.O. Box 780147, Tallassee, AL 36078 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Clint McBroom 
Church Office:  334-283-2195 

Parsonage: 334-283-2194 
 

www.fumctallassee.com 
email:  FUMCTallassee@aol.com 

 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

  Pastor:  Rev. Clint McBroom 
  Director of Music Ministries:  Leslye Ames 
  Director of Youth Ministries:  Cory Eckstein 
  Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: Hillary Eckstein 
  Encounter Worship Leader: Jordan Cunningham 
  Chancel Choir Director: Jerry Cunningham 
  Office Manager: Kristina Pendergrass 
  Nursery Coordinator: Breanna Felts 
  Sexton: Jordan Cunningham 

Listen to Clint’s daily devotions 
at 7:15 am each weekday morn-
ing on WTLS 1300AM/106.5FM. 
 

Connect with us on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/FUMCTallassee 


