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         March 13, 2020 

To our First United Methodist family, 

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) has become a worldwide concern and is on everybody’s 

mind. I am writing to let you know that our church leaders are monitoring local 

developments with health care professionals in our community on a daily basis. We are 

taking the following steps to both prepare for the possible future impact on our 

community and church family and also to make our church environment as safe as 

possible: 

 We are working on being be able to stream both of our worship services online, 

via Facebook Live or our church website or both. Our 8:50 AM Encounter service 

currently streams on Facebook every Sunday, and we are working to have the 

capability to stream our 11 AM worship by Sunday, March 22. This will enable 

people to stay connected to our worship services even if they need to remain 

home. 
 

 For our offering we will have baskets at the altar into which people can drop 

their offering. We also encourage giving online if you are able. 
 

 There are bottles of hand sanitizer at the entrances to the Sanctuary and the 

Fellowship Hall that we encourage everyone to use. 

Here are some things that you can do to help keep our church as safe as can be: 

 Stay home if you are not feeling well or if you have underlying health conditions 

that might weaken your immune system. You can watch our worship services 

live every Sunday on Facebook. 
 

 Cover your mouth and nose with your forearm when coughing and sneezing, and 

avoid touching your face. 
 

 Use elbow or fist bumps rather than handshakes. 

Our church leadership is monitoring the advice given by state and local officials, and we 

will keep you updated should we need to take any additional measures in response to 
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the spread of Coronavirus. Be on the lookout via email and the church Facebook page 

for more information in the days to come. I have also attached a helpful graphic from 

the World Health Organization that shows how the symptoms of the Coronavirus 

compare to the common cold and to the flu. 

During this anxious season, let us continue to bear witness to God’s goodness and care 

through our trust in Him. 

 Luke 12:25-26: “Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? Since 

you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?” 

 John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your heart be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

Grace and peace, 

 

Clint 

 

   
 


