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Trust in an Age of Coronavirus
As I’ve thought about the past few weeks with all of the self-quarantines and business shutdowns,
perhaps the most common theme is uncertainty. We truly do not know what the next few weeks and
months may hold for us. And we do not know what demands are going to be made upon us or how we
will hold up under those demands. The thing about uncertainty is that it is always terrifying. Uncertainty always brings anxiety.
The problem with anxiety is that it has a way of turning us inward. Have you ever noticed that in uncertain times, we tend to worry about us? We become consumed with our needs and our wants. It then
bleeds over into our spiritual life. Our prayers become filled with more requests for what we want
than for God’s will to be done. The danger in seasons of anxiety is that we become so focused on our
needs that we lose sight of what God is doing and what God may be calling us to do.
When Jesus spoke about anxiety in Matthew 6 he was speaking to a people living in uncertain times.
They were being taxed by an unjust government with no means of reform or way to protest. They were
being led by hypocritical religious leaders that had sold out to Rome. They had their land and wealth
stolen from them. They were poor. There was no justice. On top of all that, their children were being
confused with the infusion of Roman and Greek values. They felt abandoned by God. It didn’t seem like
God was keeping his promises.
So Jesus took the opportunity to put things into proper perspective. In verses 19 through 24 he
taught about approaching wealth and possessions from an eternal perspective. And then in verse 25
Jesus begins to talk about how approaching life from an eternal perspective impacts our anxiety. He
said,
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?
Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?”
Jesus addresses critical needs like having enough to eat or a roof over our heads, and non-critical
needs like what kinds of clothes we wear. We easily obsess over both of these things. Jesus tells us that
we should not allow these things to consume our thoughts and emotions. They are not what life is
about, and God will provide what we need. And then Jesus asks an excellent question:
“Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?”
The answer of course is “no.” Worrying has never solved a problem or brought certainty to uncertainty. But very often worrying has made a situation worse.
[cont’d on p. 2…]
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And then, Jesus does what he is an expert at, and gets to the root of our anxiety:
“If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?”
At the root of all anxiety is a lack of trust in the power and provision of God. We don’t believe God is
interested. Maybe we believe that he has overlooked us. Jesus paints a picture of this faithless life:
“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them.”

Jesus equates worrying with running after the things of this world. This is people who don’t trust
God’s love. For them the things of this world are the only things that matter. But we are to trust that
God knows our needs and loves us enough to make sure we have enough.
Then Jesus closes with emphasizing what life is truly about.
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well.”
Jesus says, “In times of uncertainty when you are tempted to abandon any pursuit of God and do
whatever it takes to survive, those are the times to seek God even more.” That is my prayer for us in
this season. My prayer is that we will come out of this with our faith stronger. My prayer is that we
will come out of this seeing God’s purposes and grace even more clearly. My prayer is that we will
come out of this with a renewed clarity and passion for the mission God has given to us. My prayer
is that God would use this season to burn away whatever idols are in our hearts.
When we get up tomorrow morning, and we are tempted to be worried about what the day is going
to hold, let us offload that worry onto God and look for ways to further God’s kingdom. And let us
trust that all the things we need will be given to us as well.
In Christ,
Clint

Church Office Hours

Monday - Thursday
8 am - noon
until further notice

Be on the lookout for info about Holy Week!
Though we may not be able to worship and celebrate the Risen King together in person this Easter season, as we normally would, there’s no less
reason to worship and celebrate! God is good! God remains faithful! And
he continues to show us his great love for us through his Son, Jesus
Christ!
Our church ministry staff has been working hard to come up with meaningful and creative ways to keep us all connected during this unusual
time. Be on the lookout through emails, letters, on our website and on
our Facebook page for opportunities to stay engaged and connected, and
to praise and worship together!
Some of those opportunities include: a special multimedia Stations of the
Cross experience with devotionals for Holy Week, special music for Holy
Week, and perhaps a drive-in Easter worship celebration! Stay tuned!

WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED
Clint gives a daily devotional every weekday at
11 am on our YouTube channel. You can access
it by going to our website,
www.fumctallassee.com and clicking on the
banner, or by daily links posted on our
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
Fumctallassee

Join us for
Worship
LIVE at 10 am
Sundays

Join us for Sunday morning worship at 10 am
on March 29 and April 5 via LiveStream, by
clicking on the banner on our website Sunday
morning: www.fumctallassee.com, or via our
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
Fumctallassee

We want to keep being in prayer with and for
one another, especially amidst the fear and
uncertainty. Submit your prayer requests
by email or phone to the church office, or
visit our website and click on the banner.
Prayer requests will be sent out once a week to
our Prayer Warriors. Let us know if you’d like
to receive the weekly Prayer List by mail or
email too!

www.fumctallassee.com

www.facebook.com/fumctallassee

Children & Youth
Despite the circumstances, we have been using
ZOOM to meet with the children and youth on
Sunday and Wednesday nights! With our LAMP
kids (5th and 6th graders), we are using the Bible
app to do a daily Bible study together! It has
brought Cory and me so much joy to be able to
find ways to connect with the youth and children
of our church, even in the midst of everything going on. We will both continue to do this as long
as we cannot meet.
Also, Children’s Sunday has been postponed.
Please be in prayer for our Confirmands as we
plan our own Confirmation retreat, since theirs
was canceled. We will let you know the dates for
this as soon as things get back to normal!
-- Hillary
(photo of ZOOM meeting with LAMP courtesy of Hillary)

It’s that time again…..

Vidalia Onion Sale
to benefit local missions

10-lb bags - $10 each
Place your order by
calling the church office: 334-283-2195
or emailing: fumctallassee@aol.com
Orders and payments must be received by Wednesday, April 22. Payments must be made by check or
cash, mailed to the church (PO Box 780147) or
dropped off at the church office.
Onion pickup will take place outside the church
office the afternoon of May 7.

Thanks for your support!

God is still Good!
This past week, along with their contribution
check, Harry & Shirley Jackson sent this note.
It was exactly what I needed to hear, and it is
part of the good
news that we all
need to keep reminding ourselves
of during this time.
This note was so
meaningful to me
and I believe I will
keep it forever.
Thank you, Harry
& Shirley! Let’s
share this message
and the Gospel
with all we meet!
They need to hear
it too.

01—Anita McFaddin
02—Jeff Brooks
03—Cory Eckstein
04—Liz Britt
Steve Segrest
05—Gayle Mason
Sterling Turner
06—Rachel Barker
Mason Battles
09—Sue Dykes
10—Don Hale
Anslee Weldon
11—Ruthanne McCaig
12—Justin Crain
Pat Reed
13—Linwood Erb
Bill Patterson
14—Chris Coan
Kay Hall
Sarah Wilson
16—Janice Heacock
17—Madelyn Martin
Betty Thompson
18—John Aldridge
Abby Coan
19—Terry Holt
21—Raquel Anecito
Tracy Bearden
22—Karen Waller
24—Brady Hancock
Lexi Love
Pat Mann
25—Dale Segrest
27—Jack Stuedeman
Woody Weaver
28—Kaitlynn Slaughter

March Stewardship Summary
Sunday School - ?

Average attendance:
8:50 Service - 49

11:00 Service - 77

Monthly Contributions:
Monthly Total Income:
Year to Date Income:

Actual
$28,550
$28,550
$113,550

Budgeted
$33,333
$35,917
$107,750

Monthly Expenses:
Year to Date Expenses:

$32,873
$103,749

$35,958
$107,875

14—Josh & Anna Stuedeman
15—Bob & Pat Reed
21—Terry & Deb Henning
28—John & Carolyn Foshee

I don’t’ know about you, but I miss corporate prayer! I truly
miss seeing all of you, giving you hugs, seeing your smiles,
worshiping and singing and studying together...but I didn't realize until this week how much I’d also miss praying with you! So
I’d like to share this prayer I found, written for this time we find
ourselves in; if you like it, too, perhaps you can join me and,
even though we won’t be together, we can still offer it up to
God with one another.
-- Kristina

A Prayer Amid an Epidemic
By Kerry Weber
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” At your
command, the sick were made well. Come to our
aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the
coronavirus, that we may experience your healing
love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they
regain their strength and health through quality
medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations
from working together and neighbors from helping one another.
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim
invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this
time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from the virus. May
they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.

Be with the families of those who are sick or have
died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from
illness and despair. May they know your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process.
May they know your protection and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well
-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give
them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that
will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.
May they know your peace, as they work together
to achieve it on earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by
many people suffering from this illness or only a few,
Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn,
persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us
your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us. Amen.
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