
How do we make resolutions as Christians? 

As we come into a New Year, it is the season for resolutions. A good question for us as Christians 
is, “How can I make a resolution as a follower of Jesus Christ?”  
 

As Wesleyan Christians, we have a great resource in our own traditions and history. John Wesley 
created a Covenant Renewal Service for the new Methodist movement, and by the end of his life, it 
was being used at the beginning of each year. In this service Wesley stressed how important it is 
for us to renew our commitment to grow in Christ-likeness and in Christ-like character. Here is 
one excerpt from the service: 
 

“Before all heaven and earth, I here and now acknowledge You, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, as my Lord and God. I vow to give all of myself, body and 
soul, to be Your servant and to serve You in holiness and righteousness 
all the days of my life.” (emphasis mine) 
 

Wesley understood clearly that there is no following Jesus half-way. We are either all-in for Christ, 
or all-in for the world. There is no partial commitment. So a new year is a good time to renew our 
commitment to surrender our whole selves to Christ. 
 

Lest we feel hopeless because we seem unable to make that kind of commitment, Wesley also em-
phasized the grace and mercy of God for all who turn toward Him: 
 

“My righteous God, for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, see me now as I fall 
down before You. Forgive my unfaithfulness when I have not done your will. 
You promise mercy if I turn to You with my whole heart.” 

 

So as Christians, our goal is clear: devote ourselves fully to God, and when we fail, God’s mercy and 
grace is abundant, and keeps us from sinking into despair, and encourages us to continue seeking 
God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. That is how a Christian makes a New Year’s reso-
lution! 
 

“Ask Anything” series – starting in January 
 

What questions do you have about faith, Christianity or our culture? You have an opportunity to 
have a whole sermon that answers your questions! In the month of January, we will start a new 
sermon series called “Ask Anything.” This series will answer questions that you have about Chris-
tian faith! Be thinking of the questions that you would like to submit for the sermon series. 
 

You can submit your question at our worship services or go to fumctallassee.com and click on the 
“Ask Anything” graphic on the front page and submit your question anonymously online. I will 
preach on the most-submitted questions during the month of January (and maybe into February). 
So be thinking of your questions! 
 

          In Christ, 
                Clint 
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WNF will resume January 9.  This weekly meal began as a means of alleviating fam-
ily meal planning for one night so the entire family could participate in Bible study or 
one of the other activities offered for all ages.  We urge everyone to take advantage 
of this night out to come enjoy an evening with your church family! 
 

Please remember to sign up on the bulletin insert each week, or call the church 
office by 3:00 p.m. Tuesday.   

                            Meal served: 6:00 to 6:20 pm   

                                  Programs:  6:25 to 7:15 pm 
                    Cost:  $6.00 adults; $3.50 children (≤12 yrs); 
                  $18.00 family maximum 

January 9 
 

Vegetable beef soup, 
cornbread & crackers, 
dessert 
 

Alternate:  Grilled cheese 
sandwich, chips, 
dessert  

January 16 
 

Country fried steak with 
gravy, mac and cheese, 
green beans, roll, dessert 
 

Alternate:  cheeseburger 
sliders, fries, dessert 

January 23 
 

Poppy seed chicken over 
rice, garden salad, roll, 
dessert 
 

Alternate:  chicken nug-
gets, fries, dessert 

January 30 
 

Hamburger steak with 
gravy, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, roll, dessert 
 

Alternate:  hot dog, chips, 
dessert 

 
 
 
 
 

Rehearsals resume  
 

January 6 Chancel choir at 5:00 pm 
 
January 9 Youth bells from 4:45-5:30 pm 
  Alpha bells from 5:30-6:00 pm 
 

January 13  Adult bells from 4:00-4:45 pm 
  Grace choir from 6:30-7:00 pm 
 
WOW Kids resumes on Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:15 pm, 
starting January 9. 
 
Many thanks! 
 

A special thanks to everyone for making this Advent and Christ-
mas season especially meaningful!  It is overwhelming how 
many people have helped through decorating, cooking, singing, 
building, and attending in all our services and activities.  This is 
Christmas: to come in awe and wonder as every person brings 
their gifts in worship of the Christ Child. 

 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 
  Sundays 
     Worship   
          8:50 am Contemporary Service 
        11:00 am Traditional Service 
     Sunday School  
        10:00 am  all ages 
      Evenings     
        4:00 pm  Adult Bells  
        5:00 pm  Chancel Choir  
        5 - 6:30 pm  Children “The Show” 
        5 - 6:30 pm Jr. & Sr. High Youth 
        6:30 pm  Grace Choir (3rd-8th gr) 

   
  All Weekdays  
       2:30 - 6:00 pm  Lighthouse  
 
  Mondays 
       6:00 pm  Scouts 
 
  Wednesdays - resumes Jan. 9 
       4:45 pm  Youth Bells 
       5:30 pm  Alpha Bells  
       6:00 pm  WNF meal 
       6:30 - 7:15 pm  Wed. night programs 
     



Children’s Ministry News 
 
Thank you to everyone listed below who has volun-
teered to help with Children’s Ministries during the 
month of January: 
 
January 6 
 Children’s Moment 8:50 - Karl Ames 
 Children’s Church 8:50 - Dora Bankester 
 Children’s Moment 11:00 - Pendergrass 
 Children’s Church 11:00 - Bucka G. & Ida T. 
 no Sunday evening activities 
 
January 9 
 first WNF of the new year 
 LAMP - Jennifer Crain & Heather Miller 
 
January 13 
 Children’s Moment 8:50 - Beth Noble 
 Children’s Church 8:50 - Amanda Glasscock 
 Children’s Moment 11:00 - Ida McCartha 
 Children’s Church 11:00 - Patsy L. & Lacey B. 
 Snack Supper for The Show - Heidi Love 
 The Show - Ann Stuedeman & Sally Weaver 
 
January 16 
 LAMP - Jennifer Crain & Heather Miller 
 
January 20 
 Children’s Moment 8:50 - Karl Ames 
 Children’s Church 8:50 - Dora Bankester 
 Children’s Moment 11:00 - Pendergrass 
 Children’s Church 11:00 - Sally W. & Ida T. 
 Snack Supper for The Show - Heather Weldon 
 The Show - Jamie Aldridge & Patsy Lockwood 
 

 
 
There will be a mandatory meeting 
about Confirmation on Sunday, Jan-
uary 6 at 4:30 pm for mentors, 
confirmands, and parents.  We will 
meet in the Fellowship Hall.  This is 
for all current 6th graders in our 

church. 
 
 
  We will be going to Blue Lake   
  Winter Retreat February 1st 
  to 3rd.  This is for all 3rd—5th 
  graders in our church.  If you 

  haven’t already registered, PLEASE DO SO AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE on the Blue Lake website: 
www.bluelakecamp.com!  We will leave immedi-
ately after school that Friday.  A packing list can be 
found online, but I will send a reminder of the things 
needed for the weekend. 

Montgomery - Prattville District Conference 
 

January 13 
3:00 pm - Conference 

3:30 pm - workshops begin 
 

at Prattville First United Methodist Church 
100 E 4th St, Prattville, AL  

 
 

Church family,  
 
We are so thankful for your love and support 
for our family as we adjust to becoming parents 
to Cue. We especially want to thank the church 
staff, parents and volunteers who have stepped 
up to fill in as Cue arrived earlier than anticipat-
ed. Thank you all for checking on us, praying 
for us, and constantly showing us God’s grace 
and love. We feel so blessed to be a part of 
FUMC Tallassee!  
    
              Cory and Hillary  



 
 

MEET OUR STAFF:   

Kristina Pendergrass - Office Manager 

 

Kristina Griebeling was born in Toronto, Canada, which is about 90 minutes north of 
Buffalo, New York.  Her parents are Helen and Walter Griebeling, and she has a 
younger brother, David.  They are a truly international family; her mother’s family 
members were German Mennonites who lived in the Ukraine.  They were forced out 
of the Ukraine because of religious persecution after the Russian Revolution, and 
eventually immigrated to Paraguay, where Kristina’s mother was born.  Her father 
was born in Germany and came to Canada at age 16.   
 

She has a Master of Science in biology.  After undergrad, she felt strongly led to Jacksonville State University where 
she met Darryl.  She feels that this was the hand of God leading her to her future husband.  They have two sons, 
William, 11, and Ian, 9.  They started attending First United Methodist Church in 2011 and joined in 2012.  She was 
hired as the Office Administrator in December 2016. 
 

I have found Kristina to possess a very mature outlook on faith, life, and more.  So I asked her to what she attribut-
ed the rationality.  She thought about it and answered that it probably grew, at least in part, out of her introspec-
tion and empathy.  She feels that being exposed to a variety of differing ideas and beliefs, whether in person or 
through books (which she reads avidly), helps foster empathy and a sense of compassion for others, while also al-
lowing her to come to a better understanding of her own faith and opinions.  Conversations with her father, who is 
not a believer, are part of the education that leads to her rational approach to life and the ability to articulate her 
thoughts very well. 
 

She is also passionate about unity and accord.  While we obviously do not all agree on everything, which adds spice 
to life, those differences should not come between friends, nor should they prevent the formation of friendships, 
especially among followers of Christ. 
 

Kristina truly enjoys interacting with church members who drop by the office, and appreciates when her job allows 
her the time to visit for a while.    Kristina says she feels very blessed to be serving a group of people whom she 
loves, in a job she very much enjoys. 
 
Manage office on a daily basis  
● Greet and receive visitors    ● Answer and monitor the telephone 
● Prepare and maintain all paperwork, records and files  ● Receive, sort and distribute incoming mail 
● Ensure the maintenance of office equipment, recommending changes and upgrades to the Church Council 
● Prepare and mail correspondence at the direction of the Senior Pastor 
 
Complete duties as church Financial Secretary  
● Receive, count, and deposit offerings and other revenues ● Maintain records of pledges and givings 
● Cut checks and make payments    ● Post and keep accurate records of debits and credits 
● Collect fees and return deposits for church usage  ● Mail quarterly contribution statements 
● Complete reports for District Office   ● Assist auditors as necessary 
● Prepare reports as required by the Church Council and Finance and Stewardship Committees 
 
Provide support for ministries and church administration  
● Order approved materials for staff and committees  ● Distribute Upper Room booklets 
● Keep key log and maintain key box   ● Coordinate church and bus usage through the church calendar 
● Receive, update, and distribute prayer lists   ● Maintain Membership Rolls  
● Make notifications regarding memorials as required ● Maintain altar flower lists 
● Prepare and copy weekly/special worship bulletins; prepare, copy, and mail/e-mail monthly newsletters 
● Assist committees with notifications and scheduling on the church calendar  
● Review Attendance Records and pass information to Pastor and Shepherding Committee 
● Prepare materials for, and attend, Church Council meetings and retreats, Charge Conference, Finance Committee meetings and staff  
    meetings/retreats 
● Receive and maintain lists of reservations for WNF and special events 
 

“Meet Our Staff,” written by Bob Reed, has been a regular feature in our newsletters over the past few months. Hopeful-
ly these articles will help you to get to know our staff better and give you a better sense of all they do for FUMC! 



 
01—Sandra Culp 
        Parker Schaffner 
        Sally Weaver 
03—Ian Bankester 
04—Kim Coan-Hancock 
        Janet Davidson 
06—Bob Reed 
09—Georgia Anne Butler 
11—Judy Coan 
        Sarah Stuedeman 
14—Jessica Justice 
17—Suzannah Wilson 
18—Betty Watkins 
20—Darryl Pendergrass 
21—Tina Scarborough 
22—Lisa Brooks 
        James Holt 
        Ian Pendergrass 
23—Michael Miller 
26—Max Achord 
        Beverly Andrews 
        Wayne Pressley 
27—Trevor Anecito 
        Jon Clark 
        Ray Kirby 
        Clay Martin 
28—John Stuedeman 
31—Wendi Bearden 
        Carrie Donahey 
        Jenna Manning 
         

24—Steve & Jacque Martin 
26—Dale & Meg Young 
28—Jack & Mary Edna Roberts 

Altar Flowers 
 

  06—none 
  13—Keith Holt 
  20—Joe Scarborough 
  27—Nell Mann 

ON-GOING LOCAL MISSION PROJECTS 
 

Please continue to collect “Box Tops for Education” and place 
them in the box next to the Coke machine on the table in the 
downstairs hallway.  These go to Southside Middle School and help 
the school earn money.  (Note:  Campbell’s has discontinued its 
“Labels for Education” program.  Therefore, we will no longer be 
collecting those).   
 

We are continually collecting the following non-perishable items 
for Hospice Patients:  assorted canned soups, crackers, assorted 
canned vegetables, spaghetti noodles, Jell-O, boxed macaroni and 
cheese, toilet paper, razors, paper towels, and other toiletries.  
Items may be placed in the box under the table in the downstairs 
hallway by the Coke machine. 
 

As part of their on-going support to ACTS (Association of Christians 
in Tallassee for Service), area churches have been asked to contrib-
ute specific items for the ACTS food pantry.  FUMC has been asked 
to provide 2-lb. bags of Flour and Cornmeal for ACTS.  Place your 
bags in the tub under the table at the back of the Fellowship Hall. 



 
Happy New Year!  It’s time again to re-evaluate our spiritual 
walk and the choices we make. How are you doing? 
 
 1. Prayer  - Did you add yourself to the FUMC email group to 
receive prayer requests?  Have you been diligent in praying for 
those on the list?  Have you provided names of people in need 
of prayer on your Sunday registration page?  Have you com-
municated with the church office or emailed to add those in 
need of immediate prayer during the weekdays?  Do you have 
trouble figuring out how to add one more activity in your busy 

schedule?   Many of us have habits of praying at bedtime or mealtime.  What about adding a new habit of praying 
upon waking? How about praying in the shower? (Be careful not to get the prayer list wet!)   In the car? (just don’t 
close your eyes!) At a break time at work or between classes?  Make a decision to add at least one new prayer habit 
this year.  And make sure you include praying for our pastor and church leadership in this new habit. 
 
2. Bible Study - These studies are always available through “Sunday School” classes, Wednesday night studies, 
ladies circles, and other church small group studies.  Access these!  And if you do not already do so, consider in-
cluding a small devotional within your day.  Our church provides Upper Room literature for our daily devotional ben-
efit. The church library resources are in the Allen Cowen room on the 3rd floor.  Consider exploring the titles and 
checking out something that catches your eye, for yourselves and/or your children. 
 
3.  Presence – Our congregational support depends on a foundation of our presence with one another. Regular 
church attendance facilitates these relationships.  But that alone is not enough.  It is only when worship services are 
supplemented by small group/activity participation that we get to know, love, and support each other.  One way to 
ease into this is to attend a Sunday School class, help with children’s or youth activities, participate in a missions 
project, offer your home or resources for a child/youth activity, join a choir, attend small group bible studies, join a 
ladies circle or men’s group.  Consider your interests and gifts and find a niche or two that feels right for you. 
 
4.  Take a more active role in our church events – Read the FUMC monthly newsletter and the weekly church 
bulletin inserts to help be aware of church activities.  Review the bulletin boards on the first floor and in fellowship 
hall.  Join the FUMC Facebook page and FUMC website articles and calendar. Make a commitment to participate in 
more of the activities listed.  Perhaps even consider accepting a leadership role that would enhance the Christian 
walk of yourself and others. 
 
5.  Sharing our faith in our daily lives -  Last year’s challenge to share inspirational messages or FUMC pictures/
comments on Facebook was taken to heart!  MANY at FUMC continue to make this a habit as they approach the 
sharing of their faith.  In another realm, everyone in our work worlds and neighborhoods should know we are a 
Christian by the way we talk and interact with everyone.  Sharing where we attend church and inviting others to wor-
ship or attend special programs with us can share our faith in ways that can make an eternal difference.  We can 
create these opportunities as we move about in our daily activities.  Let’s challenge ourselves to share our Christian 
faith more aggressively in 2019. 
 
6.  Increase financial support to our church:  Financially supporting our church facility, leadership, worship, 
Christian education, missions and fellowship is a responsibility for us all.  Providing financial support has never been 
so easy! This year FUMC created an avenue for online giving  Consider paying  tithes through FUMC website’s se-
cure online giving or via scheduled online check payments through your own bank.  It’s easy, plus it’s a great way to 
never forget a tithe payment when absent from church. 
 
7. Participate in missions:  Keep in the know on missions projects and join in however you can. December 
was busy: Shoe box Ministry, Christmas for Learning Tree residents, ACTS Christmas toys and baskets, Crafty 
Christian sales to support local missions, fundraisers to support international missions, and donations for United 
Methodist Children’s Homes to name a few.  January and February will bring the Apple Tree Project to support and 
minister to the teachers and staff of Tallassee City Schools.  Donations of specific school supplies will be collected 
and presented to Southside Middle School teachers in February.  Let’s begin first by praying regularly for these 
teachers and staff to know they are loved and appreciated.  Pray they receive the physical, emotional, and spiritual 
resources they need to guide and support their students to be all God wants them to be.   Also remember, as we 
leave the church building, we immediately enter the Mission Field. 
        
        HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM MISSIONS OUTREACH 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Confirmation 
Meeting  

4:30 pm, F. Hall 
WNF resumes 
6:00—7:15 pm 

 

church office 
closed 

Estelle Lockwood 
Circle 

10:00 am 
 

Crafty Christians 
1:00-2:30 pm 

WNF 
6:00—7:15 pm 

WNF 
6:00—7:15 pm 

UMM Breakfast  
7:15 am 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Blood Drive 
9 am -12:30 pm 
front parking lot 

 

Crafty Christians 
1:00-2:30 pm 

 

New Year’s Day 

back to school! 
(TCS) 

WNF 
6:00—7:15 pm 

Epiphany Sunday 

JANUARY 

Youth ski trip 

Blue Lake 
Winter Retreat 



 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Church Office:  334-283-2195 
Parsonage: 334-283-2194 

 
P.O. Box 780147, Tallassee, AL 36078 

www.fumctallassee.com 
email:  FUMCTallassee@aol.com 

 
Montgomery/Prattville District Office: 

Rev. Allen Newton, Superintendent:  334-239-7329 
www.montgomeryprattville.org 

 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

 

  Pastor:  Rev. Clint McBroom 

  Director of Music Ministries:  Leslye Ames 

  Director of Youth Ministries:  Cory Eckstein 

  Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: Hillary Eckstein 

  Encounter Worship Leader: Jordan Cunningham 

  Chancel Choir Director/Worship Leader: Jerry Cunningham 

  Office Manager: Kristina Pendergrass 

  Nursery Coordinator: Laura Mullins  

  Sexton: Jordan Cunningham 

Check out our new mobile-friendly 
website:  www.fumctallassee.com 
Or our Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/FUMCTallassee 

First United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 780147 

Tallassee, AL 36078 

Seek him 
THIS  NEW  YEAR 


