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What is Advent?  
 

The Advent season officially begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and 
continues until Christmas Eve or Day. There are a variety of ways to celebrate the Ad-
vent season, depending on tradition and background. Many people use an Advent calen-
dar, typically made up of 24 “windows” containing Scriptures, stories, poems or gifts, to 
count down the days until Christmas. As each window is opened and the final day draws 
closer, expectation increases. This reminds us of the hopeful yet anxious waiting God’s 
people experienced as they longed for the promised Savior to come. 

 

Another popular tradition is marking the progression of the season through an 
Advent wreath made up of five candles. This symbol is borrowed from the emphasis 
throughout Scripture of Jesus Christ being the Light of the World (Matt. 4:16; John 1:4-9; 
8:12). Each week a new candle is lit in anticipation of Christmas Eve. The last candle, 
called the Christ Candle, is lit on Christmas Eve to represent Jesus’ first advent. Through 
this theme of ever-increasing light penetrating the darkness, we see a picture of the gos-
pel. 

 
Regardless of the tradition, Advent is a significant time in the life of the church. 

It’s an opportunity for believers to remember God’s promise to send One who would 
overcome sin and death forever. 

 
Christmas Eve service 

 
On Christmas Eve, we will have a special Communion and Candlelight service at 5 

PM in the sanctuary. 
 

I want to encourage you to invite a neighbor, coworker, friend or family member 
who does not have a church home to come with you to this service! Christmas Eve is the 
single day of the year that people who are unchurched decide to worship. Just about eve-
rybody embraces the tradition of Christmas. People are looking for hope during this time 
of the year. And almost everybody knows and likes Christmas songs. So unchurched peo-
ple are confident they can go to a church service on Christmas Eve and hear those songs 
they know.  

 
So Christmas Eve offers an incredible opportunity for our church to reach people! 

So if you have neighbors, coworkers, friends or family members who do not have a 
church home, this will be a perfect Christmas Eve service to invite them to attend. 

 
     Grace and peace, 
     Clint 

 
 



 

Christmas Services Schedule 
 

Hanging of the Greens - December 2, 6:30 pm 
 

Familiar Scripture readings and well-loved songs of the season help 
ready our hearts and minds, even as we decorate and ready our 
Sanctuary, for Advent and Christmas.  Join us December 2nd at 6:30 
pm for this traditional service. 
 
Child of Light - December 9, 4:00 and 6:30 pm 
 

Come join us for a Nativity Shadow Drama on December 9, at 4:00 
and 6:30 pm.  This evening will include Scripture readings and tradi-
tional music of the season as the story is portrayed through shadow 
theatre.  Music will be provided by the Chancel choir, Children’s 
choir, Encounter band, and Handbell choirs.  Make plans now to 
attend this special evening, and invite family and friends!  Free tick-
ets are available through the church office or from a choir member. 
 
Christmas Eve Service - December 24, 5:00 pm 
 

We will have a candlelight communion service December 24 at 5:00 
pm.  Come with your family or friends and share a few moments’ 
reflection on the great love given to us through the birth of a tiny 
child. 
 
December 30 - one service 
 

Join us for a single service on this fifth Sunday, at 10:00 am, preced-
ed by Sunday School at 9:00 am. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Music Ministry Schedule for December 

 
   November 30 Youth Bells poinsettia pick-up 
 
   December 2  Normal Sunday service schedule 
   Poinsettia pick-up (youth bells be on hand to 
        assist) 
   Adult Bell rehearsal, from 4:00 - 4:45 pm 
   Chancel Choir rehearsal, 5:00 - 6:15 pm 
   Hanging of the Greens, 6:30 pm, involving: 
        Grace Choir, Chancel Choir, Faithful 
       Fretters 
 
   December 8  Dress rehearsal for the Christmas Program, 
        9:00 - 11:00 am, involving: 
      Chancel Choir, Grace Choir, Alpha Bells, 
       Youth Bells, Adult Bells 
 
   December 9  Normal Sunday service schedule 
   Christmas Program:  4:00 and 6:30 pm 
      (warm-up times TBA) 
 
   December 12 Alpha and Youth Bells Christmas Par ty 
      3:30 - 6:00 pm 
 
   December 16 Normal Sunday service schedule 
 
   December 23 Normal Sunday service schedule 
   Grace Choir, Chancel Choir sing in 11:00 
       service 
 
   December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 5:00  pm 
 
   December 31 one service at 10:00 am   

Children’s Ministry 
News 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

A big THANKS to everyone who 
helped us this year, by providing 
shoebox gifts, donating money, pack-
ing boxes, and helping to organize 
(especially Beth Noble!).  We were 
able to pack and send 95 shoeboxes 
this year, to help share the love of Je-
sus this Christmas with children 
around the world! 

 
Christmas Caroling 

We will go caroling on December 16, 
as long as weather permits.  Be at the 
church by 5:00 pm.  We will return to 
the church around 6:15 pm for dinner 
and a little Christmas party! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation 
There will be a mandatory meeting for 
all confirmands, their parents, and 
their mentors on Sunday, December 
16, at 4:15 pm.  Confirmation is for all 
sixth graders who attend our church 
and are interested in learning more 
about being a United Methodist and 
growing in their faith.  Please make 
plans to attend this meeting!  

 
A Note from Hillary 

Thank you so much to all who have 
volunteered for the month of January 
so that I can have a little time with 
Cue after he is born.  I am so thankful 
for the members of this church and 
their support for the Children’s Minis-
try! 



Blue Lake Winter Retreat 
 

Blue Lake winter retreat takes place Friday, February 3 until 
Sunday, February 3, for children in 3

rd
-5

th
 grades.   The 

theme this year is learning how Jesus walks with us, even 
through tough times.   
 
If your child is interested in a fun weekend of worship, camp-
fires, games, programs, a puppet show, and Bible study, 
please register as soon as possible to take advantage of the 
early bird pricing of $115 per camper.  After December 15, the 
price goes up to $130 per camper.  (Scholarships are availa-
ble; please contact Hillary or the church office for more infor-
mation).   
 
Registration and payment can be processed online, through 
Blue Lake’s website:  www.bluelakecamp.com.  Alternately, 

you can print out registration 
forms from the website and 
mail them in with a check.  
Either way, please let Hillary 
know once you have regis-
tered your child, so that she 
has an accurate head count 
and can make plans accord-
ingly. 

HAND-DECORATED 
ORNAMENTS 

to benefit the Ecuador Team 

 

Purchase a hand-decorated, personal-
ized Christmas ornament in honor or 
memory of someone special!  They will 
be offered for sale just before and after 
the 8:50 am Encounter service, begin-
ning on Decmeber 2, in the Fellowship 
Hall.  There is no set price: ornaments 
are available for a donation of your 
choice, and can be taken home and/or 
used to decorate the Fellowship Hall 
Christmas tree.  All proceeds will bene-
fit the Ecuador Mission Trip. 

 
Sunday School 
Christmas Parties 

 

 
Fellowship Hall SS Class 

If you are part of the newest adult 
Sunday School class, which meets in 
the Fellowship Hall, you and your fam-
ily are invited to a Christmas party on 
December 1 at 6:30 pm at the Pric-
es’ (7 Gilmer Pkwy).  Bring your favor-
ite snack, appetizer, or dessert and 
enjoy a fun evening of food, games, 
and fellowship! 
 

Allen Cowan SS Class 
Members of this class are invited to a 
Christmas party on December 7 at 
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  



 
 

MEET OUR STAFF:   

Jerry Cunningham -  

Chancel Choir Director 

 

Jerry Cunningham, our Chancel Choir Director and Worship Leader, was born 
in Buffalo, New York, in 1960, but much of his early life was spent in Tampa, 
Florida.  His father was an accountant for Goodyear, but he died at an early 
age, and Jerry was primarily reared by his stepdad.  He graduated from Tal-
lassee High School in 1978.  He is married to Donna, and they have three chil-
dren: Jordan (Sexton and Encounter Worship Leader at FUMC), Peyton 
(Children’s Minister at East Tallassee Baptist Church), and Madison (student 
at Southern Union State Community College).  As we all know, they are a 
very talented musical family. 
 
He was reared in the Catholic Church, but became more evangelical when he moved to the south.  He now under-
stands the priesthood of believers, where each of us is free, and invited, to enter God’s presence through prayer. 
 
Jerry says the work he does at FUMC is not a job, but a pleasure for which he gets paid.  He feels that he is a per-
fectly fitting round peg in a round hole, doing exactly what he enjoys and is called to do.  He says his relationships 
with the choir and the other musicians is one of the bright lights in his life.  “I have to say, the church is very fortu-
nate to have Charles and Leslye.  They are exceptionally talented, and a real joy to work with.” 
 
“This is the most participating congregation I’ve ever known.  So many people elsewhere simply stand for the 
hymns without actually singing.  Not so at First Methodist.  There is a joy that is evident in the worship.” 
 
On the morning I interviewed him, he had paint on his pants; he’d been at THS since 4 a.m. working on the Guys 
and Dolls set, which he is producing (“Not directing; that’s Michael Bird”).  Jerry was then at the Chamber of Com-
merce office where he is the Executive Director.  We met before the Chamber opened, so he could give the Cham-
ber his full hours.   
 
One of the first aspects of Jerry, other than his obvious and extraordinary musical talent, is his mischievous smile.  It 
makes you want to check for a “Kick me” sign when you leave.   
 
Choir Director, Worship Leader, Executive Director, and contract employee with TCS: Jerry says he loves to be busy, 
and that’s unmistakable.   
 
Jerry’s job description is really quite simple, at least until you look at what the simple words really mean. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES:  
    ●   Chancel choir planning, rehearsing, and directing 

    ●   Leading music in the 11:00 worship service 

    ●   Planning, organizing, and directing seasonal programs with adult choirs including Easter and Christmas 

    ●   Working in conjunction with Director of Music Ministries for music planning and coordinating 
 
 

“Meet Our Staff,” written by Bob Reed, will be a regular feature in our newsletters over the next months. Hopefully 
these articles will help you to get to know our staff better and give you a better sense of all they do for FUMC! 



01—Brue Milner 
03—Sydney Bass Holt 
        Ida Turner 
04—Wallace Godwin 
        Mae Willa Mason 
        Marie Milam 
05—Frankie Scott 
07—Shirley Jackson 
10—Keith Holt 
12—Michael Butler 
        Jill Manning 
13—Katherine Robinson 
14—Sadie Davis 
        Cecilia Johnson 
15—Gail Moseley 
16—Karen Cunningham 
        Audrey Weldon 
17—Ramona Lackey 
18—Ruby Crain 
        Theron Shipman 
        Beckey Youngblood 
21—Hunter Miller 
23—Margert Erb 
26—Steven Turner 
27—Charles Peppers 
28—Joby Gauntt 
30—Michael Weldon 

14—Karl & Leslye Ames 
        Sam & Cecilia Johnson 
        Charles & Ida McCartha 
15—Wayne & Cindy Pressley 
27—Joe & Linda Williams 
30—James & Chanda Houts 
31—Marlon & Heather Johnson 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

  02—none 
  09—Ida McCartha 
  16—Ann Noble 
  23—Sandra Patterson 
  30—Heather Johnson 
 

    From now until December 23, we 
     will be collecting donations for 
     the United Methodist Children’s 
     Home, which provides help and 
     hope for abandoned and neglect- 
     ed children within the geograph-
     ical bounds of our conference.  
     Please make checks payable to 
     “FUMC” with “White Christmas” 
     in the memo line, or donate 
     online at UMCH’s website: 
     umch.net 

 

RESTAURANT SUPPER CLUB 
 
Join our friendly and fun-loving 
group for supper at Amsterdam’s 
in Auburn on December 5th at 6:30 
pm.  Everyone is invited!  Be 
part of the church van carpool 
group, or meet us at the restau-
rant.  Just let Ann Stuedeman 
know in advance if you are plan-
ning to come, so a place can be 
reserved for you. 

Joy    World to 
the 

the Lord is come! 



December 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 3 4 5 6 7 1 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Crafty Christians 
1:00-2:30 pm 

         3rd Advent 
 

 

Confirmation 
Meeting 

4:15 pm - F. Hall 
 

Kids’ Caroling 
and Party 
5 - 7 pm 

          
 
Sunday School 

9:00 am 
 

ONE WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
10:00 am 

            

      1st Advent  
 

 
 
Hanging of the 

Greens 
6:30 pm 

      2nd Advent  
 

 
Child of Light 

Christmas 
Program 

4:00 pm and 
6:30 pm 

Crafty Christians 
1:00-2:30 pm 

 
Christmas Eve 
(office closed) 

 

 
Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 
Service - 5:00 pm 

 
 
 

Christmas Day 
 

(office closed) 
 

Merry 
Christmas!    

8 

Restaurant  
Supper Club - 

6:30 pm 
 

Shepherding 
Committee 

7:15 pm, Allen 
Cowan classroom 

Allen Cowan 
Christmas Party 

6 pm - F. Hall 
 

Staff Christmas 
Party - 6:30 pm 

Ecksteins 

         New SS 
Class Xmas  

 Party 6:30 pm - 
Prices’ 

 
        Rehearsal: 
        Christmas  
       Program 
        9 - 11 am 

Youth ski trip - Dec. 30 to Jan. 3 

last LAMP and 
Youth 

Alpha & Youth 
Bells Party 
3:30 - 6 pm 



 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Church Office:  334-283-2195 
Parsonage: 334-283-2194 

 
P.O. Box 780147, Tallassee, AL 36078 

www.fumctallassee.com 
email:  FUMCTallassee@aol.com 

 
Montgomery/Prattville District Office: 

Rev. Allen Newton, Superintendent:  334-239-7329 
www.montgomeryprattville.org 

 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

 

  Pastor:  Rev. Clint McBroom 

  Director of Music Ministries:  Leslye Ames 

  Director of Youth Ministries:  Cory Eckstein 

  Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: Hillary Eckstein 

  Encounter Worship Leader: Jordan Cunningham 

  Chancel Choir Director/Worship Leader: Jerry Cunningham 

  Office Manager: Kristina Pendergrass 

  Nursery Coordinator: Laura Mullins  

  Sexton: Jordan Cunningham 

First United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 780147 

Tallassee, AL 36078 

Listen to the previous Sunday’s worship service 
Sunday mornings at 11:00 am.   
Tune in to Clint’s daily devotions at  7:15 am each 
weekday morning. 

WTLS 106.5 FM and 1300 AM 

Check out our new mobile-friendly 
website:  www.fumctallassee.com 
Or our Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/FUMCTallassee 


